 TOWN OF ROXBURY
MEETING MINUTES OF MARCH 4, 2014

The polls opened at 10 a.m.

Lucinda Sullivan, School and Town Moderator, called the Roxbury Town Meeting to order at 10:06 p.m.   

Lucinda welcomed everyone; and a special welcome to new voters to the community and Town Meeting. Lucinda read a brief history on Town Meetings, spoke about Roberts Rules of Order - Roxbury's official rules of Town Meeting.

Art. 1.		To elect a School District Moderator.  (Australian Ballot) No action taken.

Art. 2.		To elect a School Director for a term of 3 years. (Australian Ballot) No action 
	            taken.

Art. 3.		To hear and act upon reports of the Town School District.

		Sally Archer moved the article, Chuck Slocum seconded.  

		Ryan Zajac, School Director, invited citizens to the monthly Board Meetings. 
	           The Board welcomes input on policies, etc.  Student enrollment increased due 
	            to the expansion of preschool services.  An enrollment of 47 students is 
	            expected next year.  The Afterschool Program is a huge success.

		Jill George asked questions about a solar array on roof of school.  Ryan's reply 
	          was there are no specifics, it is just an idea at this time.  Carlos Montero from 
	           the Energy Committee spoke about the project.  It is in the planning stages, the 
	           roof is in good shape, the project would not cost Town and the Voters would 
	           have to decide to purchase or possibly lease the system.

		There is approximately 73 students in the Town of Roxbury.

		The article is before the voters.  The article passes with all ayes.

Art. 4.		Shall the voters of the Roxbury Town School District approve the expenditure 
	           $1,455,086 necessary for the support of its school and secondary students for 
	           the year beginning July 1, 2014?  (Australian Ballot)  

		Gerry D'Amico moved the article, Fran French seconded.  No discussion.

Art. 5.		Shall the voters of Roxbury authorize the Roxbury Town School District to 
		borrow money, in anticipation of revenue, not to exceed anticipated revenue for 
		the 2014-2015 school year? (According to VSA Title 16, Section 562) 
		(Australian Ballot)

		Sally Archer moved, Fran French seconded.  No discussion.

Art. 6.		Shall the voters of the Roxbury Town School District authorize the transfer of 
		thirty-eight percent (38%) of any surplus funds from the 2012-2013 budget to a 
		reserve fund for tax reduction in the 2015-2016 budget? (Australian Ballot)

		Sally Archer moved, Fran French seconded.  Tammy Legacy asked Ryan how 		much was in the reserve funds.  Ryan's reply was as of the end of June 2013, 
		there was $140,000.00, $54,000.00 has been spent this year.

Art. 7.		To transact any other business proper to be brought before said meeting.

		Jill George moved, Alan Waterman seconded.  There was a discussion on 
	   	State tax rate (expected tax rate is 1.11 to 1.14), per pupil spending and 
		increase in taxes.

		The article passed with all ayes.

Lucinda asked for a motion to adjourn the School portion meeting.  Fran French moved, Sally Archer seconded.  The School portion of Town Meeting adjourned at 10:28 a.m.


Lucinda called the Town portion to Town Meeting to order at 10:28 a.m.

Art. 1. 		To elect all officers by Australian Ballot. No action.

Art. 2.		To hear and act upon the reports of the Town Officers. Sally Archer moved, 
		Fran French seconded.  Steve Twombly, Vice-Chair of Selectboard, told the 
		voters Roxbury survived Tropical Storm Irene.  The total cost of repairs was 
		almost two million dollars, the cost to Town did not increase taxes.   Steve 
		mentioned the cost to Town for Town Office Basement was $5,000.00, surplus 
		funds offset the cost for repairs. On July 3rd, Roxbury had a mini-Irene, 
		receiving FEMA funds, Town portion will be 10% of cost for repairs.  The 
		estimated damages is almost one million dollars.  The Selectboard thanks Sally 
		Archer and Tammy Legacy for their meticulous work processing paperwork, 
		protecting the taxpayers interest.  Article 6 of the Warning requests permission 
		to borrow to pay for storm damage.  This year the tax rate may increase 3 cents 
		on the Grand List. Roxbury has lowest tax rate in Washington County and one
		 of lowest in State of Vermont.  

		Linda LaRose asked about increase in Workers Comp.  Steve mentioned there 
		were a couple of incidents, claims increased and highway payroll increased.  
		Alicia Pedrini asked about Telecommunications of Vermont.  Shawn Neun, 
		Chair of Selectboard mentioned during Tropical Storm Irene the Town did not 
		have any phone coverage.  The Town received a grant.  The solar powered cell 
		tower will be at the Town Garage; a $20.00 increase in electric bill is expected.  
		The cell coverage will be 1 to 1 1/2 miles and will be installed this summer.  The 
		coverage will be universal.  Jill George asked about leasing solar panels, have 
		the numbers been compared?  Is it in the best interest of the Town, will there be 
		a public forum?  Steve Twombly agreed with Jill on solar lease/purchase.  No 
		decisions have been made.  Dave McShane, Selectman, discussed with voters 
		the status of the Flint Brook Wall.  The Fish Hatchery is working with FEMA.  
		Hazard mitigation needs to be done.  There is no decision yet.  Don Randall 
		mentioned that technology changes, purchasing solar panels may be a mistake.
		Donna French asked questions about the July 3rd storm.  Town's share of a 
		Hazard Mitigation Grant is 25% (if the Town received a grant).  

		The article was before the voters.  The article passed with all ayes.		

Art. 3.		Will the voters approve the collection of taxes on real estate in two  
                    	(2) equal installments payable to the Collector of Current Taxes on 
                     	 the  fourth Saturday of August 2014 and the fourth Saturday of 
                     	 February 2015, with interest of one percent (1%) per month, or 
                     	 fraction thereof, on the unpaid taxes after each installment due date?

		Tim Martin Jr. moved, Chuck Slocum seconded.  Tim Martin Jr. mentioned the 
		interest rate was changed last year and he would like to amend the article to 
		change the interest rate from 1% to .5%.  Donna French seconded the 
		amendment.  No discussion.  The amendment is before the voters.  The 			amendment passed with many ayes and several nos.

		The amended article is now before the voters.

		Will the voters approve the collection of taxes on real estate in two  
                    	(2) equal installments payable to the Collector of Current Taxes on 
                     	 the  fourth Saturday of August 2014 and the fourth Saturday of 
                     	 February 2015, with interest of one percent (.5%) per month, or 
                     	 fraction thereof, on the unpaid taxes after each installment due date?

		The article passed with all ayes.
	
Art. 4.		Will the voters approve the sum of $475,358.00 for the operation and 
		maintenance of Town roads?  

		Sally Archer moved, Chuck Slocum seconded. Dave McShane, Road 	
		Commissioner, spoke about damages from Tropical Storm Irene.  The total cost 		was $1,866,000.00; the cost to Town was $46,000.00.  Dave mentioned the 		July 3rd storm had $1,055,000.00.  Two culverts on Braintree Hill Road have 		not been fixed yet.  FEMA's share is 75%, State's share is 15% and Town's 		share is 10%.  The Town has 475 culverts and 42 bridges.  Most of the culverts 		and bridges were built 50 years ago; approximately 10 culverts are replaced 		every year. The Town received a grant for a culvert on Winch Hill Road. The 		Town also received another grant for a culvert on West Hill Road, the Town's 		share of this grant is in the budget.  The equipment is getting old; cost for 			repairs is escalating.  Gross Gravel Pit has been sold, the Board does not know 		if the new owners will supply the Town with sand and gravel.  There is an 			increase in the budget to cover the cost for the possible increase in trucking 		gravel and sand.   Gerry D'Amico asked about health insurance and 			ChoiceCare.  Steve Twombly said the ChoiceCare has been replaced by a new 		company; the employees will pay 10% of the health insurance premiums.  Jill 		George asked if we should replace more culverts.  Dave said some of the 			damages to roads are from undersized culverts.  The Board is looking into 		mitigation grants.  The Town received a grant for Warren Mountain Road.  The 		grant is for a study to find the best way to fix the road.  The cost to repair the 		road is $500,000.00.  Linda LaRose asked about the recent accident with one 		of the trucks.  She asked if they had CDLs and if the accident was reported to 		DOT.  Dave explained the truck went too far to the edge and tipped over.  A log 
		truck helped upright the truck; the town truck had minimal damage and there 
		were no spills or leakage.

		The article was before the voters.  The article passed with all ayes.

Art. 5.	 	Will the voters approve the sum of $178,443.00 for the operation of the   
                    	Town Administrative functions?  This does not include any funds
 that may be approved in any other article.

Beverly Rutter moved, Fran French seconded.  No discussion.

The article was before the voters.  The article passed with all ayes.

Art. 6.		Shall the voters approve borrowing a sum not to exceed $100,000.00 to be paid 
                      over a five year period for the Town's share of the July 3, 2013 storm?

		Alan Waterman moved, Wendy Cashman seconded.  No discussion.

		The article was before the voters.  The article passed with all ayes.

Art. 7.		Will the voters approve the sum of $21,810.00 for the Roxbury Free 
		Library, to be administered by the Trustees? 

		Ed Carney moved, Adam Jackson seconded.  Tom Frazier asked why the 			amount was going up so much.  Ryan Zajac, Library Director, explained some 		of the increase was salary.  Elizabeth Carney mentioned the Trustees had 		participated in a retreat to discuss many services for the townspeople, wifi, 		computers and programs.  There was also mention of hiring an Assistant 			Librarian.

		The article was before the voters.  The article passed with many ayes and two 		nos.

Art. 8.		Will the voters approve the sum of $15,000.00 for the Roxbury 
		Volunteer Fire Department Truck Capital Account?

		Beverly Rutter moved, Wendy Cashman seconded.  No discussion

		The article passed with all ayes.

Art. 9.		Shall the voters of the Town of Roxbury establish a reserve fund to be called 
		the Fire Truck Reserve Fund for the purpose of purchasing a fire truck in 	accordance with 24 V.S.A. 2804 (a)?

		Beverly Rutter moved, Lisa Mercurio seconded.  Donna French asked what the 	difference was of a reserve and capital account. Tim Martin Jr. explained the 	Fire Department is asking permission to buy a truck - to move money to 	purchase truck.  Tammy Legacy explained the reason for creating the Reserve 	Fund.  Tim Martin Sr. requested permission to be able to spend the funds in the 	Capital Equipment Fund without going to the voters.  There may be an 	opportunity to purchase a new truck, having to hold a special town meeting 	would take too long.  A voter approved fund will allow the Fire Department to 	spend without voter approval.  There were questions about spending the funds 	and whether this situation was the same as the other funds.  Jill George 	suggested they apply for grants and suggested they look at an article in 	Vermont League of Cities and Towns newsletter about equipment available.

		The article is before the voters.  The article passed with all ayes.

Art.10.		Shall the voters of the Town of Roxbury authorize transfer of the balance from 	the Roxbury 	Volunteer Fire Department's Truck Capital Account to the Fire 	Truck Reserve Fund?

		Beverly Rutter moved, Wendy Cashman seconded.  Donna French asked if the 	funds included the funds just approved.  Tammy explained that all the funds in 	the current Capital Equipment Fund, the funds just approved and the funds not 	transferred from last year's Town Meeting - $20,000 from last year, $15,000 	from Article 8 and the $10,606 currently in the current fund.

		The article is before the voters.  The article passes with all ayes.

Art. 11.	Will the voters approve the sum of $17,805.00 for the Roxbury 
Volunteer Fire Department? 

Beverly Rutter moved, Sally Archer seconded.  Dave Santi said he has been involved with the Fire Department for many years, though he is no longer involved with it.  Dave would like to amend the article so any surplus funds to be put back in the General Fund.  He said he was trying to  get the Fire Department to purchase ropes but they would not.  He is not trying to penalize the Fire Department, he just wants to encourage them to purchase equipment.  Tom Frazier seconded the amendment. Mike French suggested voting down the article and amending it to purchase ropes and hoses.  Fran French seconded the motion.  Don Randall mentioned there are special trainings for rescues; the Fire Department Volunteers are not qualified for all rescues.  Rich Smith opposed amendment; the larger issue is the money should be accounted for and returned.  

The amended amendment is before the voters.

		Will the voters approve the sum of $17,805.00 for the Roxbury 
Volunteer Fire Department to include the purchase of ropes and hoses?

The amendment failed with all nos.

The original amendment is before the voters.

 		Will the voters approve the sum of $17,805.00 for the Roxbury 
Volunteer Fire Department and to transfer any unused funds back to the General Fund?

Jeremy Reed asked what the amount is that is unused.  Last year it was $4,823.38.  Questions were asked what the funds were intended for, is it legal to move any excess funds to their equipment fund?  Gerry D'Amico and Jeremy Reed agreed unused funds should be transferred back to the General Fund.  Don Randall said the money that has been transferred to the Equipment Fund in the past helped offset the cost of purchasing the new truck.  Linda LaRose asked if all members of Fire Department were CPR certified.  Linda was concerned that no members of the Fire Department were at her house at 6 a.m. when her husband was ill; she asked if they all had scanners.  It took two hours for the Barre ambulance to arrive at her house.  Don Randall said they receive CPR trainings annually, some have taken 1st Responder course  and assist with Northfield Ambulance.  Tim Martin Jr. replied that they are all volunteers, do not get paid and try their best; sometimes they get the calls, sometimes they don't.  Jeremy Reed disagreed with Don Randall - voters vote on what is budgeted.  Ed Carney's response was use it or lose it.  Dave Santi reminded the voters that the Fire Department needs to buy equipment.  It was mentioned that annually $4,000.00 to $6,000.00 is transferred to Equipment Fund; the budgeted amount is for operating expenses, if the Fire Department want funds for the Equipment Fund they should ask for it.   Wendy Cashman called the question.  Donald Breivogel-Williams seconded.  The motion passed.  Dave Santi requested paper but withdrew his request.

The amendment is before the voters.

		Will the voters approve the sum of $17,805.00 for the Roxbury 
Volunteer Fire Department and to transfer any unused funds back to the General Fund?

The amendment passed.

The amended article is before the voters.  The article passed with many ayes and one no.

*With no objections, Lucinda allowed the Town's State Representatives, Patsy French and Marjorie Ryerson to speak to the voters.  Patsy briefly told the voters what is happening in Montpelier while Marjorie handed out their Legislative Report.  

*With no objections from the voters, Lucinda recessed for lunch.  The recess started at 11:55 a.m.  The meeting began again at 12:55 p.m.

Art. 12.	Will the voters approve the sum of $2,000.00 for the Community
		Hall Capital Improvement Fund?  

		Beverly Rutter moved, Chuck Slocum seconded.  No discussion

		The article passed with all ayes.

Art. 13.	Shall the town voters authorize expenditure of $500.00 for The Greater 
	           Northfield Senior Citizens, Inc., d/b/a Northfield Senior Center?

		Chuck Slocum moved, Fran French seconded.  Chuck Slocum, member of the 		Greater Northfield Senior Citizens, Inc. spoke on reasons for the article and 		increase in budget.  This organization provides Roxbury Seniors with Meals on 		Wheels, lunches for the Seniors on Monday and may start providing rides.  		Jane Pincus said the lunches are great, people are welcome to come even if 		you are not a Senior, they have great conversations.  

		The article is before the voters.  The article passed with all ayes.

Art. 14. 	Shall the town voters authorize expenditure of $500.00 for the Central 
		Vermont Community Action Council, Inc.: helping people build better lives 
		for themselves, their families and communities through weatherization, 			business development, food shelves, Head Start, emergency heating, housing 		counseling, job training, financial education & more.

		Sally Archer moved, Chuck Slocum seconded.  No discussion.

		The article is before the voters.  The article passed with many ayes and one no.

Art. 15.	Shall the town voters authorize expenditures for Central Vermont Home Health and Hospice in the amount of $1,000.00, a full service Visiting Nurse Association providing high quality, medically-necessary home health and hospice care to all Central Vermonters regardless of ability to pay; health promotion & long term care services.

	Wendy Cashman moved, Beverly Rutter seconded.  

	Jane Pincus said she was a recipient of their service.  She had much praise for the services she received.

	The article was before the voters.  The article passed with all ayes.

Art. 16.	Shall the town voters authorize expenditures for Family Center of Washington County in the amount of $200.00, fostering positive growth and development of young children and their families by offering safe, nurturing programs and services for children, families and service providers?

	Sally Archer moved, Lisa Mercurio seconded.  No discussion.

	The article was before the voters.  The article passed with all ayes.

Art. 17.	Shall the town voters authorize expenditures for Vermont Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired in the amount of $500.00, since 1926, enabling Vermonters with vision problems, whether blindness or impairment, to achieve and maintain independence?

	Beverly Rutter moved, Sally Archer seconded.  No discussion

	The article was before the voters.  The article passed with all ayes.

Art. 18.	Shall the town voters authorize expenditures for Good Beginnings of Central Vermont in the amount of $50.00, since 1991 volunteer mothers of all ages have been offering ongoing support, education, and advocacy through free home visits to all birth and adoptive families in Central Vermont?

	Beverly Rutter moved, Sally Archer seconded.  No discussion.

	The article is before the voters.  The article passed with all ayes.

Art. 19.	Shall the town voters authorize expenditures for People’s Health and Wellness Clinic in the amount of $200.00, providing primary health care and wellness education to the uninsured and underinsured community members of Central Vermont who cannot otherwise afford these services?

	Chuck Slocum moved, Nik Sargent seconded.  No discussion.

	The article was before the voters.  The article passed with all ayes.

Art. 20.	Shall the town voters authorize expenditures for Washington County Youth Service Bureau/Boys & Girls Club in the amount of $250.00, Youth/family counseling; drug/alcohol treatment; help for runaway and homeless youth; support for teen parents; teen centers; reentry program for young offenders; 24-hour crisis intervention; and more!

	Sally Archer moved, Beverly Rutter seconded.  No discussion.

	The article is before the voters.  The article passed with many ayes and one no.

Art. 21.	Shall the town voters authorize expenditures for RSVP (Retired Senior and Volunteer Program) in the amount of $100.00, helping meet community needs by placing RSVP volunteers in services provided by area community non-profit organizations, and supporting those organizations in the field of volunteer management?

	Beverly Rutter moved, Fran French seconded.  No discussion

	The article is before the voters.  The article passed with all ayes.

Art. 22.	Shall the town voters authorize expenditures for Central Vermont Council on Aging in the amount of $700.00, working to keep elders aging successfully and living independently in their homes and communities as long as possible?

	Lisa Mercurio moved, Beverly Rutter seconded.  Lisa Mercurio spoke on behalf of the organization.  

	The article is before the voters.  The article passed with all ayes.

Art. 23. 	Shall the town voters authorize expenditures for Circle (formerly Battered Women’s Services and Shelter) in the amount of $100.00:  a community-based organization dedicated to ending domestic abuse?

	Chuck Slocum moved, Sally Archer seconded.  No discussion.

	The article is before the voters.  The article passed with all ayes.

Art. 24.	Shall the town voters authorize expenditures for Prevent Child Abuse Vermont in the amount of $200.00:  working effectively to prevent child abuse and neglect through parent education, support and public awareness?	

	Beverly Rutter moved, Wendy Cashman seconded.  No discussion.

	The article is before the voters.  The article passed with all ayes.

Art. 25.	Shall the town voters authorize expenditure for Sexual Assault Crisis Team for Washington County in the amount of $150.00: advocacy for female and male victims of sexual violence, their family members, spouses, and friends; includes emotional, legal, and medical support, shelter, training and 24-hour Hotline.

	Beverly Rutter moved, Sally Archer seconded.  No discussion.

	The article is before the voters.  The article passed with all ayes.

Art. 26.	To transact any other proper business to  be brought before said meeting.

	Sally Archer moved, Beverly Rutter seconded. Mike French asked about the LED street lights.  Carlos Montero responded that he and Shawn Neun worked on this project.  The power company owns the light, the expenses for the electric bill was lowered.  Chuck Slocum commended the road crew for the fantastic job they have been doing.  Sally Archer thanked the Selectboard for the long hours they put in and Tammy Legacy for everything she does.  There was a round of applause.  Carl Ellis asked the voters to visit the Library and to volunteer.  Lisa Mercurio thanked the community for their support during her son's recent death.  Lucinda Sullivan thanked the group for their hard work during the meeting.

With no further business to conduct, the meeting adjourned at 1:18 p.m.

__________________________
Tammy Legacy, Town Clerk

	
 



