  TOWN OF ROXBURY
MEETING MINUTES OF MARCH 5, 2013

The polls opened at 10:00 a.m.

Lucinda Sullivan, School and Town Moderator, called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. Lucinda explained Roberts Rules of Order and reminded the voters of the proper conduct of the meeting.  Lucinda read from excerpts from a couple of books relating to Town Meetings.  

Lucinda had a few announcements.    Lunch is being provided by ? to help with the cost of the gardens.  Lucinda requested voters not stand near or in front of the doors so the voters can enter and exit without interference.

Lucinda requested permission to allow our new representative speak.   The voters allowed Patsy French to speak about upcoming legislation.  Patsy spoke about school consolidation, S-30 wind turbines, the fiscal cliff, renewable power, bicycles, alternative energy and wind power.  Many questions were asked Patsy.  

Article 1.	To elect all officers by Australian Ballot – no action taken.

Article 2.	To hear and act upon the reports of the Town Officers.  Arthur Dickinson moved, 
		Wendy Cashman seconded.  Shawn Neun, Chair of the Selectboard informed the 
		voters that the Selectboard has worked very hard this past year and invites the 
		voters to attend meetings.  

		Dave McShane, Road Commissioner, updated the voters on status of 
		FEMA and roads.  The cost of repairing Roxbury after Tropical Storm Irene is 
		$1,866,796.60.  The Board received final approval on projects on February 25,
		 2013.  The remaining funds are forthcoming.  The State's portion of reimbursing 
		Roxbury is $162,000.00, Roxbury has received $60,000.00, $100,000.00 is still 
		owed.  The Town has has a line-of-credit in the amount of $438,000.00; 
		FEMA/State still owes approximately $418,000.00 which will leave approximately 
		$20,000.00 that the taxpayers will be responsible for.  The surplus from previous 
		year should cover all the expenses from Tropical Storm Irene.  There are 33 
		Project Worksheets; the cause of a lot of the damages were from under sized 
		culverts.  Ten culverts still need to be replaced.  Hydraulic Study was discussed.  It 
		cost approximately $60,000.00 per culvert.  West Hill Road culvert needs to be 
		replaced, the estimated cost is $150,000.00.  The cost may be covered through a 
		grant with the town being responsible for 10% of cost.  Dave warned the voters 
		that the Legislature has proposed cuts in the Highway Aid Program.  Warren 
		Mountain Road is a Class II Road; the traffic has increased drastically.  The road 
		needs to be rebuild.  A possible grant was discussed.  The project would be very 
		expensive.

		Questions were asked about Warren Mountain Road paving, FEMA funds, health 
		insurance and financial reports.  Records Management was mentioned.  The 
		Selectboard signed a contract to have the land records digitized.  The cost of 
		contract will be offset by the Computerization Fund and Book Restoration Fund.  
		There was a brief discussion on digitization of land records, cost, training and 
		length of contract.  The purpose of digitizing the records is to protect the Town's 
		records/history (damage from floods, etc.)

		Judy Lusk wanted to recognize Sally Archer for all the paperwork she did for 
		FEMA.  There was a round of applause.

		The article is before the voters, the question was passed.

Article 3.	Will the voters approve the collection of taxes on real estate in two 
		(2) equal installments payable to the Collector of Current Taxes on 
		the fourth Saturday of August 2013 and the fourth Saturday of 
		February 2014, with interest of one percent (1%) per month, or 
		fraction thereof, on the unpaid taxes after each installment due 
		date?

		Tim Martin Jr. moved, Donna French seconded.  Tim Martin Jr. amended the 
		article to 4th Saturday of March and .05 % interest per month, Tim Martin Sr. 
		seconded the amendment.  Questions were asked about changing month.  It was 
		stated that the school gets their portion of taxes regardless if collected in June.  It 
		was mentioned that there are six months between each payment.  Taxpayers use 
		their income tax refund to pay their property taxes.  The amount of delinquent 
		taxes owed was discussed.  Craig Sullivan called the question.  Wendy Cashman 
		seconded.  With a vote of many ayes and 2 nos, the 
		question was called.  The amendment is before the voters:

		Will the voters approve the collection of taxes on real estate in two 
		(2) equal installments payable to the Collector of Current Taxes on 
		the fourth Saturday of August 2013 and the fourth Saturday of 
		March 2014, with interest of one half percent (.05%) per month, or 
		fraction thereof, on the unpaid taxes after each installment due 
		date? 

		By voice vote, the amendment failed.  Tim martin Jr. asked for a paper ballot. 
		 Two-thirds of the voters agreed to a paper ballot vote.  The results of the paper 
		ballot vote was 18 yes and 68 no, the amendment failed.  

		The original article is before the voters.  Tim Martin Sr. amended the article to 
		change the interest rate to .05%, Andy Cruickshank seconded.  Tim Martin Sr. 
		stated that there are $145,000.00 in delinquent taxes and people have told him 
		they are hurting.  Gerry D'Amico called the question.  Wendy seconded.  With 
		many ayes and two nos, the question was called.  Rich Smith requested paper 
		ballots, the request failed (not enough people agreed).  

		The amendment is before the voters:

		Will the voters approve the collection of taxes on real estate in two 
		(2) equal installments payable to the Collector of Current Taxes on 
		the fourth Saturday of August 2013 and the fourth Saturday of 
		February 2014, with interest of one half percent (.05%) per month, or 
		fraction thereof, on the unpaid taxes after each installment due 
		date? 

		The amendment passed.  The amended article is now before the voters.  It was 
		mentioned that the Town of Northfield has four installments with pretty good 
		success.  The article passed with all ayes.	

Article 4.	Will the voters approve the sum of $443,495.00 for the operation 
		and maintenance of Town roads?
		
Sally Archer moved, Fran French seconded.  No discussion.  The article passed with all ayes.

Article 5.	Will the voters approve the sum of $175,701.00 for the operation of the Town Administrative functions?  This does not include any funds that may be approved in any other article.

	Beverly Rutter moved and Donna French seconded.  Tammy Legacy (Town Clerk/Selectboard Assistant) was asked and answered questions from Linda Parrotte about her pay, hours and benefits.  Selectman Steve Twombly, Health Officer Craig Sullivan and Lister Sally Archer praised Tammy for the work she does.  There was a round of applause.  Tom Frazier called the question, Wendy Cashman seconded.  All ayes to call question.

	The article is before the voters.  The article passed with all ayes.
	
Article 6.	Shall the voters authorize the Selectboard to borrow a sum not to exceed 	$96,000.00 for the purchase of the property owned by Charles and Kristi Garner 	and removal of the structures thereon?  If approved, a loan for these 	expenses would be taken for a term of ten (10) years. 	With a ten (10) year loan, 	approximately $12,000.00 would be required for the first year principal and 	interest payment and future payments would decline each year as the principal 	is repaid.  (Australian Ballot)

		(This article is voted by Australian ballot but can be discussed on the floor.)Steve 
		Twombly explained the reasons for the article which are extra parking during 	events, possible location for a new septic system for the Town Office and 	Community Hall and possible location for the Historical Society building.  	Questions were asked of the Selectboard.  It was mentioned that the owner of the 	property had asked if the Town was interested in purchasing.  The Selectboard 	had the property appraised and agreed to pay him an amount that was slightly 	higher than the appraised value.  There is no other location for a new septic for the 	Town Office and Community Hall if the current one fails.  It will cost approximately 	$16,000.00 to tear down the house.  The Board does not know if there is asbestos 	in the house.  It was also mentioned that the Selectboard wanted the voters to 	decide whether to purchase the property and that an opportunity like this may not 	come again.)



Article 7.	Shall the Roxbury voters approve using the remaining 2010-2011 surplus funds 	and 2011 /2012 surplus funds to pay the Town's portion of the expenses 	incurred from Tropical Storm Irene with any remaining funds to be moved to the 	municipal building reserve fund.

		Beverly Rutter moved, Fran French seconded.  There was discussion on 		maintenance of town buildings and rainy day fund.  Tim Martin Sr. amended the 	article to have the surplus be returned to the voters.  The amendment was 	seconded by Tim Martin Jr.  The article before the voters is:

		Shall the Roxbury voters approve using the remaining 2010-2011 surplus funds 	and 2011 /2012 surplus funds to pay the Town's portion of the expenses 	incurred from Tropical Storm Irene with any remaining funds to be used to reduce 	property taxes.

		There was more discussion regarding tax rates and the reserve funds.  It was 	mentioned by Tim Martin Sr. that the money should be given back to the voters.  	The Fire Department needed a new well.  The Volunteers paid for the well with 	their own fundraising money and the building repair funds.  He had asked the 	Selectboard if there were funds that could help pay for it and was told no funds 	were available.  Dave McShane then informed the voters that the Selectboard had 	asked for three bids to have the well drilled but never received them.  The 	Selectboard never authorized the well to be drilled.  Also, Dave mentioned that the 	Selectboard 	received a quote to side the Fire Station.  Without permission, the 	Fire Department had the siding put on the building, there was no proof of 	insurance by 	contractor.  Art Dickinson called the question, Sally Archer 	seconded.  The question was called with all ayes.  The amended article is before 	the voters.  Lucinda Sullivan said the no's appear to have it, the amendment failed.  	The original article is before the voters:

		Shall the Roxbury voters approve using the remaining 2010-2011 surplus funds 	and 2011 /2012 surplus funds to pay the Town's portion of the expenses 	incurred from Tropical Storm Irene with any remaining funds to be moved to the 	municipal building reserve fund.

		The article passed with all ayes.

Article 8.	Shall the voters approve borrowing the sum not to exceed $28,000.00 to partially fill in the Town Office basement and pour a concrete slab.

	Randy Whitney moved, Art Dickinson seconded.  Steve Twombly explained the article to the voters.  After the flooding, a new furnace was installed, the electrical pan was moved out of the basement.  Most of the repairs were covered by insurance.  The wet wood and mold was removed.  If the FEMA funds come, the surplus funds may pay for it then no loan would be needed.  Carl Ellis moved to amend the article to include if necessary.  The amended article would be:

	Shall the voters approve borrowing the sum not to exceed $28,000.00 to partially fill in the Town Office basement and pour a concrete slab.  Surplus funds available from Article 7 will be used to offset cost.  Linda Parrotte seconded.  

	More discussion on what would happen if problem is not solved, who is responsible for situation and the high water table in the village.  The amended article is before the voters.  The amendment passed with many ayes and two nos.  The article is before the voters:

	Shall the voters approve borrowing the sum not to exceed $28,000.00 to partially fill in the Town Office basement and pour a concrete slab.  Surplus funds available from Article 7 will be used to offset cost.

	The article passed with all ayes.	

	With no objections from voters, Lucinda recessed for lunch.  The recess started at 12:22 p.m.  The Library Trustees are having a raffle - the drawing will be held on Green-Up Day.  The meeting began again shortly after 1 p.m.	

Article 9.  	Will the voters approve the sum of $20,000.00 for the Roxbury Volunteer Fire Department Truck Capital Account?

	Beverly Rutter moved, Wendy Cashman seconded.  Tim Martin Sr, Fire Chief, spoke about the article.  A tanker was purchased, now the First Response needs to be replaced.  During Irene, the volunteers helped out.  FEMA paid the Town $7,000.00 for volunteer hours and $8,900.00 for equipment use.  Tim said he requested the Selectboard give the money to the Fire Department but they did not.  He wants the voters to decide to give money owed to Fire Department from FEMA so he increased the amount in the article.  He was asked how many years until there is enough money, he stated a couple, the article will be on the warning again next year.    The article is before the voters.

	The article passed with all ayes.

Article 10.	Will the voters approve the sum of $19,680.00 for the Roxbury Volunteer Fire Department?

	Tim Martin Jr. moved, Linda Parrotte seconded.  Tim Martin Jr. wanted to recognize Don Randall and Tim Martin for 25 years of service.  There was a round of applause.

	It was mentioned that the siding was done on the building.  The article is before the voters.

	The article passed with all ayes.

Article 11.	Will the voters approve the sum of $2,000.00 for the Community Hall Capital Improvement Fund?

	Linda Parrotte moved, Fran French seconded.  The article was before the voters.  

	The article passed with all ayes.
	
Article 12.	Will the voters approve the sum of $12,000.00 for the Roxbury Free Library, to be administered by the Trustees?

	Beverly Rutter moved, Jane Pincus seconded.  The Trustees were asked what the miscellaneous income meant.  Carl Ellis, Library Trustee Treasurer explained that was surplus funds from previous years.  Voters asked questions about the budget.  Linda Parrotte thanked the Library.  The Library Director went to Linda's daycare with books and RIF.  Jane Pincus thanked Ryan Zajac for being a great librarian.  A lot of positive feedback was given.  The article is before the voters.

	The article passed with all ayes.

Article 13.  	Shall the Town Voters authorize expenditure of $500.00 for the Central Vermont Community Action Council, Inc., helping people build better lives for themselves, their families and communities through weatherization, business development, food shelves, Head Start, emergency heating, housing counseling, job training, financial education & more. 

	Wendy Cashman moved, Beverly Rutter seconded.  No discussion.

	The article passed with many ayes and one no.

Article 14.	Shall the town voters authorize expenditures for Central Vermont Home Health and Hospice in the amount of $1,000.00, a full service Visiting Nurse Association providing high quality, medically-necessary home health and hospice care to all Central Vermonters regardless of ability to pay; health promotion & long term care services?

	Claire Chomentowski spoke in favor of organization.  Margaret Ellis praised them.  
	
	The article is before the voters.  The article passed with all ayes.

Article 15.	Shall the town voters authorize expenditures for Family Center of Washington County in the amount of $200.00, fostering positive growth and development of young children and their families by offering safe, nurturing programs and services for children, families and service providers?

	Beverly Rutter moved, Donna French seconded.  

	The article passed with all ayes.

Article 16.	Shall the town voters authorize expenditures for Vermont Association for the Blind and visually Impaired in the amount of $500.00, since 1926, enabling Vermonters with vision problems, whether blindness or impairment, to achieve and maintain independence?  

	Wendy Cashman moved, Don Breivogel-Williams seconded.  

	The article passed with many ayes and one no.

Article 17.	Shall the town voters authorize expenditures for Good Beginnings of Central Vermont in the amount of $50.00, since 1991 volunteer mothers of all ages have been offering ongoing support, education, and advocacy through home visits to all birth and adoptive families in Central Vermont?

	Jane Pincus moved, Linda Parrotte seconded.  

	The article passed with all ayes.

Article 18.	Shall the town voters authorize expenditures for People’s Health and Wellness Clinic in the amount of $200.00, providing primary health care and wellness education to the uninsured and underinsured community members of Central Vermont who cannot otherwise afford these services?

	Dave Santi moved, Fran French seconded.  Dave Santi mentioned that he went to the clinic for years, they care and he supports the organization.

	The article passed with all ayes.

Article 19.	Shall the town voters authorize expenditures for Washington County Youth Service Bureau/Boys & Girls Club in the amount of $250.00, Cityscape after-school program; counseling; drug/alcohol treatment; help for runaway/homeless youth; support for teen parents; teen center; reentry program for young offenders; 24-hour crisis intervention; and more?

	Beverly Rutter moved, Donna French seconded.

	The article passed with many ayes and one no.


Article 20.	Shall the town voters authorize expenditures for RSVP (Retired Senior and Volunteer Program) in the amount of $100.00, helping meet community needs by placing RSVP volunteers in services provided by area community non-profit organizations, and supporting those organizations in the field of volunteer management?

	Beverly Rutter moved, Wendy Cashman seconded.

	The article passed with all ayes.

Article 21.	Shall the town voters authorize expenditures for Central Vermont Council on Aging in the amount of $700.00, working to keep elders aging successfully and living independently in their homes and communities as long as possible?

	Alan Waterman moved, Donna French seconded.  

	The article passed with all ayes.

Article 22. 	 Shall the town voters authorize expenditures for Circle (formerly Battered Women’s Services and Shelter) in the amount of $100.00; a community-based organization dedicated to ending domestic abuse?

	Sally Archer moved, Beverly Rutter seconded.

	The article passed with all ayes.

Article 23.	Shall the town voters authorize expenditures for Prevent Child Abuse Vermont in the amount of $200.00: working effectively to prevent child abuse and neglect through parent education, support and public awareness?

	Beverly Rutter moved, Wendy Cashman seconded.

	The article passed with all ayes.

Article 24.	To transact any other proper business to be brought before said meeting.

	Jon Guiffre moved, Beverly Rutter seconded.

	Tim Martin Jr. asked the Auditors why the Fire Department couldn't hand out the town reports.  Fran French, Town Auditor, replied that in the past the Auditors allowed the Fire Department to hand out the reports but they wanted the reports ten days prior to Town Meeting.  This year, due to the reports being late, the Auditors decided to mail them.  Tim Martin Sr. and Fran French had a discussion about the town reports and timely delivery.

	Linda Parrotte mentioned mowing the cemeteries.  It was mentioned that the Town pays for the large cemetery to be mowed even though the Cemetery Trustees have funds.  Repairing cemetery stones and whether it is appropriate to mow a private cemetery was discussed.  It was mentioned that the Cemetery Trustees came to the Board; they had no income to cover cost of mowing.  (They can only use the interest from their investment.).  At a Board meeting, it was decided the Trustees would retain ownership of cemetery and the Department of Corrections would maintain.

	Jon Guiffre asked if there was a better way to fund Articles 13-23.  Alternative ways of dealing with articles were discussed.  Possibly having a committee to review the organizations or put the organizations in the budget.  Some people supports having to vote on them individually.  Each organization must submit a petition to be on warning.

	Randy Whitney thanked the Auditors for their work.

	Randy Whitney mentioned he would like a police force in Town.  His reasons are: his store has been broken into two times, excessive speeding and gas is being stolen from people's cars.

	Linda Parrotte thanked the Fire Department and Claire Chomentowski for their actions during Tropical Storm Irene.

	Tom Frazier asked why there is no line-item for the local food shelf.	Surveying Route 12A was mentioned by Carl Ellis.  The drainage is closed up in the village was mentioned by Tom Frazier.  Global Warming was mentioned by Annette Smith.  Dave Santi mentioned the shooting in Newtown, CT.  He would like to train and arm the teachers to protect the kids.  Carlos Montero's reply was to think before arming teachers; guns are dangerous.  David Larcombe mentioned that the School Board designated the School for a Red Cross Shelter.

With no further discussion, the town portion of Town Meeting adjourned at 2:14 p.m.

Lucinda Sullivan called the school portion of Town Meeting to order at 2:14 p.m. 

Article 1.	To elect a School District Moderator. (Australian Ballot)

Article 2.	To elect a School Director for a term of 3 years (Australian Ballot)

Article 3.	To elect a School Director to fulfill the remaining two years of a 3-year term (Australian Ballot)

Article 4.	To hear and act upon reports of the Town School District.

	Carol Randall moved, Wendy Cashman seconded.  David Larcombe, Chair of the School Board spoke to the voters.

	It was mentioned there is a study group formed to discuss size of classes and quality of education for students.  Safety in the school was discussed.  The Superintendent is working on a safety policy.  

	The article passed with all ayes.

Article 5.	Shall the voters of the Roxbury Town School District approve the expenditure of $1,419,776 necessary for the support of its school and secondary students for the year beginning July 1, 2013? (Australian Ballot)

	Questions were asked the School Board about the budget being lower this year.  The School Board said using previous surplus and keeping cost down were the reasons.  School consolidation was discussed.  The note has been paid off for the addition to the school.  Small school grants and supervisory unions were discussed.  Also topics that were discussed was technology in the school and having seventh and eighth grades in the village school.  The current enrollment is staying the same.  

Article 6.	Shall the voters of Roxbury authorize the Roxbury Town School District to borrow money, in anticipation of revenue, not to exceed anticipated revenue for the 2013-2014 school year?  (According to VSA Title 16, Section 562) (Australian Ballot)

	No discussion

Article 7.	Will the voters of Roxbury support the expansion of preschool services to include three (3) year olds for the 2013-2014 school year?

	Tom Frazier moved, Fran French seconded.  David Larcombe said having the preschoolers in the school would have no financial impact on the budget.  The School board would like community involvement by asking the voters this question even though they are not required to do so.  The number of preschoolers would be six or seven.  

	The voters agreed to allow the principal to speak.  She said having preschoolers here is beneficial to the future of the children.  Questions asked the principal were how many hours per day, are they out of diapers and would they be integrated into the other classrooms.  There is already a room for preschool area (Pre-K).  

	With no further discussion the article is before the voters.  The article passed with all ayes.

Article 8.	To transact any other business proper to be brought before said meeting.

	Claire Chomentowski moved, Wendy Cashman seconded.  Jon Guiffre thank David Larcombe for his service on the School Board.  Alan Waterman spoke about the study group.  Lucinda Sullivan suggested past students be interviewed to find out how they feel about their years at the Roxbury Village School. It was mentioned that school isn't the same as it used to be.  

	The article is before the voters.  The article passed with all ayes.

The meeting adjourned at 2:59 p.m.

Tammy Legacy, Town Clerk



	


	

	

