SPECIAL ROXBURY SELECTBOARD MEETING
MONDAY, JANUARY 23, 2012

2:08PM – 3:30PM

MEMBERS:  Shawn Neun, Chair, Steve Twombly, Vice-Chair and Dave McShane, Road Commissioner

STAFF:  Tammy Legacy, Selectboard Assistant & Loren Bent, Road Foreman

PUBLIC:  Bill Ray and Linda Maney also AOT/State Representatives Rich Tetreault, Wayne Gammell, Tom Anderson, Paul Hodge, and John Dunleavy 
The meeting was called to order at 2:08PM.

The purpose of this meeting was to discuss the retaining wall for Flint Brook on Oxbow Road.  Rich Tetreault mentioned the problems for the Fish Hatchery, the wall gave out in 2006.  One question is who owns the wall.

Paul Hodge, surveyor for AOT, presented to the Board his findings.  He gave a history of the wall and showed maps that he has found.  He found no acquisitions from the railroad for water use.    In an 1858 publication, the river went straight.  In the 1873 Beers Atlas, river was detoured south to north.  
The Flint Brook is the same as Broad Brook.

Paul showed various other maps.

Prior to 1848, there was no bridge on Oxbow Road, railroad would not have put in the bridge then taken it down.  Paul believes soil was taken from one area to create the new route of river and put in another location.  A bridge and wall was built where the new river was dug.

Volume 2, page 1 (1850) – new road was approved – Roxbury Town Records

Volume 2, page 20, survey of road – Roxbury Town Records

Retaining wall built  – who built not known.  No need for Fish Hatchery to build, only purpose was to change water, most likely there was a water wheel at bottom of Oxbow Road.

 According to Bill Ray, in the 1927 flood, the wall stayed but the bridge was taken out.

It was mentioned that if the Town proves the retaining was is theirs, then FEMA may be able to give the town funds.

Applying for a Hazard Mitigation grant was discussed.  All entities (Town and State) could apply for the grant.

In the opinion of AOT, joint project would be best for all.

If the Town agrees it is their wall, would the town be liable if anything happens?  John Dunleavy from the Attorney General’s Office did not think so.

For FEMA purposes, it needs to be clear who owned wall immediately prior to disaster.  AOT thinks the Town probably may own the wall.

The deadline for applying for a Hazard Mitigation Grant is February 17, 2012.  

There needs to be cost of repair and replacing.  The wall was designed in good faith, engineering standards at the time of being built.

An opinion is the best solution to solve the issue of wall not holding up would be not to fix wall but to change channel of river.  

The estimated cost of repair of temporary wall is $50,000.00; doing nothing is also an option.

Tom Anderson will be the AOT point contact for the Selectboard.

The meeting ended at 3:30 with no decisions made.  The Selectboard will have to discuss the situation at the Board Meeting.

_____________________________________ 

Tammy Legacy, Selectboard Assistant

Approved on February 6, 2012
