 TOWN OF ROXBURY
SPECIAL TOWN MEETING MINUTES

AUGUST 10, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 7:02PM by Town Moderator Lucinda Sullivan.

Lucinda explained the rules for the meeting.

Article 1: 
 Effective July 1, 2010, shall the Town of Roxbury withdraw from its

agreement for membership in the union municipal district known as
 the Central Vermont Solid Waste Management District (CVSWMD)   and enter into an agreement for solid waste management planning through membership in the Mad River Resource Management Alliance?
Gerry D’Amico spoke.  He stated that the town was obligated to pay the dues to Central Vermont Solid Waste Management District (CVSWMD).  Roxbury was a member as of July 1, 2010 of CVSWMD.  He said it does not make sense to pay Mad River Resource Management Alliance (MRRMA) and CVSWMD.  Another financial obligation to CVSWMD is to pay Roxbury’s share of the debt which is approximately $1,800.00.  Roxbury does not know if they would have to pay any portion of debt to MRRMA.  

Frank Morgano asked the Selectboard to explain the reasons for joining MRRMA.

Dave McShane, Selectman, said the original vote in June would have had Roxbury joining MRRMA on July 1st.  He does not know if Roxbury would have to pay any debt.  

The Selectboard does not have a legal opinion on whether Roxbury would have to pay CVSWMD but Gerry D’Amico stated that he did.

Dave said the reasons why they would like to join MRRMA were because CVSWMD closed the trash depot in Northfield.  The majority of Roxbury residents take their trash to the depot.  Northfield voted to remove from the CVSWMD.  If Roxbury stays with CVSWMD, Roxbury residents may have to pay a surcharge if using the depot.

Mike Feiner asked what the current obligation is.  Dave replied that if we join MRRMA Roxbury would have to pay MRRMA but not necessarily pay CVSWMD.
Dave Santi stated that if CVSWMD can dump depots, why should Roxbury stay with them.

Sue D’Amico asked who is operating the Northfield Depot.  Dave said Earthwaste Systems is.  Sue asked if we take our trash to the Northfield Depot, would Roxbury be charged extra.  There could be a $30.00 per ton surcharge.

CVSWMD has a $2,000,000.00 budget and they do not haul trash.  

Benefits for both organizations were discussed.

Ruth D’Amico talked about the legal aspects if Roxbury left CVSWMD.  Linda Maney asked about waiting until March town meeting to decide.

Other questions and comments were asked by residents.  It was mentioned that when the Northfield Depot closed, Roxbury residents were left hanging which put a burden on residents.

Dave Santi said that Roxbury does not have to be in any solid waste management district and suggested Roxbury look into that.  Voters discussed what the best district to belong to or not to belong to any.  Northfield is a member of MRRMA.    It was mentioned that there is a private hauler that comes to Roxbury to pick up trash and recycling.  
Frank moved the question.  The question was called.  

Article 1 is before the voters:

Effective July 8, 2010, shall the Town of Roxbury withdraw from its

agreement for membership in the union municipal district known as the Central Vermont Solid Waste Management District (CVSWMD) and enter into an agreement for solid waste management planning through membership in the Mad River Resource Management Alliance?

Sally Archer requested paper ballot.  The request failed.

The article passed with a hand count of 22 Yes and 14 No.  

The meeting adjourned at 7:52PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Tammy Legacy

Town Clerk

