TOWN OF ROXBURY
TOWN MEETING MINUTES OF MARCH 2, 2010

The polls opened at 10:00 a.m.

Lucinda Sullivan, School and Town Moderator, explained the rules of the meeting.  She welcomed the new voters.

Article 1.
To elect a School District Moderator.  Australian Ballot – no action 



taken.

Article 2.
To elect a School Director for a term of 3 years (Australian Ballot).  



No action taken.

Article 3.
To elect a School Treasurer for 1 year (Australian Ballot) No action 



taken.

Article 4.
To hear and act upon reports of the Town School District.  Fran 



French moved, Randy Whitney seconded.  Motion passed.  

Article 5.  
Shall the voters of the Roxbury Town School District approve the 


appropriation of $1,637,415.00 necessary for the support of its 


school and secondary students for the year beginning July 1, 2010?  


(Australian Ballot)  David Larcombe asked the School Directors if 



they were aware that the budget could have a 16.8% increase. 



Deborah Van Ness, School Director, spoke on behalf of the School 



Directors.  She said that she was not sure about the increase, Deb 



said that the new appraisals should help the tax rate.   David 



Larcombe, a School Business Manager in another district, spoke 



about the Common Level of Appraisal (CLA).
Article 6.
Shall the voters of Roxbury authorize the Roxbury Town School 



District to borrow money, in anticipation of revenue, not to exceed 



anticipated revenue for the 2010-2011 school year?  (According to 



VSA Title 16, Section 562) (Australian Ballot)  No action taken.
Article 7.  
Shall the voters of the Roxbury Town School District authorize the transfer of any surplus funds from the 2009-2010 budget to the maintenance reserve fund?  (Australian Ballot)  No action taken.

Article 8.
To transact any other business proper to be brought before said meeting.  Karen Hedding moved, Randy Whitney seconded.  Craig Sullivan asked about school demographics.  Deb Van Ness does not know how many new children will be coming in the fall, the amount of children enrolled has stayed about the same.  Deb thanked Michelle Dickinson for her work as a Board Member.  The motion passed.

The School portion of meeting adjourned at 10:30a.m. with a motion from Fran 

French and seconded by Sally Archer.  
Maxine Grad spoke to the voters about legislative issues like cell phone use 

while driving, foreclosures, Vermont Yankee and consolidating supervisory 

unions.  

The Town portion of the meeting opened at 10:50a.m.

Article 1.
To elect all officers by Australian Ballot.  No action taken.

Article 2. 
To hear and act upon the reports of the Town Officers.  Randy Whitney moved, Sally Archer seconded.  Dave McShane, Selectman, informed the voters that the Board cut the budget.  Sue D’Amico asked where the budget was cut.  One highway position was eliminated, and there are two part-time employees.  The budget was cut in both the highway and general.  Newer equipment for the highway is needed.  Bridge work needs to be done.  Frank Morgano spoke about bridge work in the future.  The five-year plan for Bridges, Roads and Buildings were discussed.  Jon Guiffre asked how much money is needed for bridge repair.  The Board did not have an answer for that question.  Tim Martin asked about the surplus funds from last year.  Where in the budget does it mention it?  Dave said the funds were carried over in the general fund.  Tammy Legacy said the CPA suggested the Town increase the fund balance so nothing was done with the surplus funds.  Tim Martin said the funds need to come back to the Taxpayers and Norm Smith said the money for roads are for roads.  

Sally Archer, Town Lister, spoke about the status of the Town-Wide Reappraisal.  The reappraisal should be completed in June.  Everyone will receive notice of the new values.  


The motion passed.

Article 3.
To vote that the Treasurer is paid from the General Fund.  Karen Hedding moved, Tim Martin seconded.  All ayes have it.

Article 4.  
Will the voters approve the collection of taxes on real estate in two (2) equal installments payable to the Collector of Current Taxes on the fourth Saturday of August 2010 and the fourth Saturday of February 2011, with interest of one percent (1%) per month, or fraction thereof, on the unpaid taxes after each installment due date?  Randy Whitney moved, Tom Frazier seconded.  Dave McShane moved to amend the fourth Saturday in August to the fourth Saturday in September.  Dave explained that with the reappraisal being completed, extending the due date would give more time for grievances before setting the tax rate.  Questions were asked about payment to school and if there would be funds available for town if due date was changed.  Dave said the school is paid twenty days after due date and if the town does not have enough funds the Board may have to borrow until the due date.  David Larcombe mentioned that the school may have to pay more in interest if the date is changed.  Sally Archer said the Grand List should be filed on time.  The amended article was passed.  The amended article is now before the voters:  Will the voters approve the collection of taxes on real estate in two (2) equal installments payable to the Collector of Current Taxes on the fourth Saturday of September 2010 and the fourth Saturday of February 2011, with interest of one percent (1%) per month, or fraction thereof, on the unpaid taxes after each installment due date?  The article passed.
Article 5.
Will the voters approve the printing of the names of delinquent taxpayers in the Town Report together with the delinquent amount?  Gerry D’Amico moved, Wendy Cashman seconded.   Questions were asked about the legal ramifications of not paying taxes.  Comments were made that it is public information and is available at the Town Clerk’s Office and printing the names is public humiliation and there is no need to shame people.  Tom Frazier mentioned that the voters voted no last year and he didn’t think the voters needed to vote on this every year.  John Aberth asked if there is a short fall in funds if taxes are not paid.  David McShane and Tammy Legacy said the school gets paid regardless if collected and if there were not enough funds, the Board would need to borrow but the Board has not had to borrow in a couple of years.  It was mentioned that the Town makes money when taxpayers do delinquent.  The Town receives the 8% penalty plus 1% monthly interest.  Wendy Cashman asked for a paper ballot.  With a vote of 29 Yes and 43 No, the article was defeated.
Article 6.
Will the voters approve the sum of $366,361.00 for the operation and maintenance of Town roads?  Karen Hedding moved, Randy Whitney seconded.  How much will the 5-Year Plan Bridge Plan cost?  The Selectboard did not know.  Applying for grants is a possibility.   Jon Guiffre asked if we should start putting funds away for the bridge repair.  Frank said not this year, maybe next year.   The article passed with many ayes and a few nos.

Article 7.
Will the voters approve the sum of $151,968.00 for the operation of the Town Administrative functions?  This does not include any funds that may be approved in any other article.  Sally Archer moved, Wendy Cashman seconded.  Randy Whitney mentioned the budget spreadsheet does not match the amount the Board is asking for.  Tammy Legacy stated that she made the mistake in the spreadsheet.  She transferred the NEMRC budget into a excel spreadsheet and forgot to correct that number after the Board approved the final budget.  The vote passed with all ayes.

Article 8.
Will the voters approve the sum of $2,000.00 for the community Hall Capital Improvement Fund?  Mark Gerdes moved, Fran French seconded.  Randy Whitney amended the article to $1,800.00, Carlos Montero seconded.  Randy stated the Community Hall/Senior Center Restoration Project financial reports are not in the Town Report, the Auditors did a great job of trying to get him to submit a report but he didn’t.  Carlos Montero said that times are tough for people and agreed with the amendment.  The work is being done by volunteers.  They are in the process of adding a handicap-accessible bathroom and ramp.  The kitchen will be redone, too.  The building is being under used.  There are monthly potlucks and the building is being used for Census training.  Rich Smith would like the amount to stay at $2,000.00.  It was said that the funds are controlled by the Town and the Selectboard has to authorize any work done on any town building.  The question was called.  The amended article was before the voters:  Will the voters approve the sum of $1,800.00 for the Community Hall Capital Improvement Fund?  The article failed by hand count, 22 yes, 37 no.  The original article is before the voters:  Will the voters approve the sum of $2,000.00 for the Community Hall Capital Improvement Fund?  The article passed.
Moderator Lucinda Sullivan introduced Representative Anne Donahue.  Anne 
Spoke about what is happening in the Legislature.  

At 12:05p.m the lunch break began and the meeting resumed at 1:00p.m.

Article 9.
Will the voters approve the sum of $15,195.00 for the Roxbury Volunteer Fire Department?  Mike Feiner moved, Karen Hedding seconded.  Don Randall spoke on behalf of the Fire Department.    John Dewey asked what the money is spent on.  Don stated it is to the run the Fire Department, heat, electricity, phone, equipment and insurance.  Randy Whitney asked what would happen if it was level funded from last year?  Don said they would have to give up something, insurance went up.  Randy mentioned that funds were transferred into the Highway Equipment Fund from the allocated funds.  Don stated that there are extra expenses coming up this year.  Pagers will need to be replaced and the radios may need to be replaced by 2013.  It was asked how much is in the Fire Department Equipment Fund; Tammy said $42,608.56.  Sue D’Amico asked if that also covers the $7,000.00 that is voted on.  No, that is in the Fire Department Truck Fund.  Don said that eventually the Town will need a new tanker.  Tim said the Fire Department purchased a used tanker through an auction for $3,400.00 that was paid by cash out of the fundraising money.  The Fire Department did not have enough time to get the funds from the Equipment Fund.  The Fire Department was asked who’s name was not the Certificate of Deposits.  The Town of Roxbury is the answer.  Town Auditor, Fran French said that the Auditors have not received any reports on the Fire Departments fundraising accounts.  The funds are not turned over to the Town, either.  The Fire Department is applying for a 501C3 status.  Who owns the tanker?  The Fire Department said the Town does.  The amendment was before the voters:  Will the voters approve the sum of $14,495.00 for the Roxbury Volunteer Fire Department?  The amendment failed.  The original article is before the voters:  Will the voters approve the sum of $15,195.00 for the Roxbury Volunteer Fire Department?  The article passed with many ayes and two nos.
Article 10.
Will the voters approve the sum of $7,000.00 for the Roxbury Volunteer Fire Department Truck Capital Account?  Karen Hedding moved, Wendy Cashman seconded.  Don Randall spoke about the need for a new truck.  The article passed.
Article 11.
Will the voters approve the sum of $12,000.00 for the Roxbury Free Library, to be administered by the Trustees?  David Larcombe moved, Sally Archer seconded.  Shelly Brown, Library Trustee, spoke on behalf of the Trustees.  She thanked Sue D’Amico, Librarian, for all she has done for the Library.  The Library offers a lot of programs and used more by people.  John Aberth asked what the increase is for.  The increase in the budget is to increase the amount of hours that Sue is paid and insurance.  Randy Whitney mentioned that a lot of people ask him questions and they were wondering how people are counted at the Library.  Shelly replied that the State requires people be counted in a certain way.  Sue D’Amico stated that the Library is required to keep a record of how many people use the Library and due to getting busy at the Library, the count is probably less than it should be.  Tom Frazier said that Sue does a great job but why not use more volunteers.  Reducing services due to cost was mentioned.   Jane Pincus also remarked that Sue does a wonderful job.  People need service.  The Trustees have received increased donations.  Sandra Carrillo spoke to the voters.  As a teacher at the Roxbury Village School and a community member, (this is her first time to speak as a registered voter) she brings her students to the Library.  She has asked other teachers to bring their students to the Library.   It was mentioned that Sue receives no benefits.  It is hard to get volunteers to help, they have good intentions but it is hard to follow through with the offer.  Norm Smith called the question.  A request for a paper ballot was asked.  The article is before the voters:  Will the voters approve the sum of $12,000 for the Roxbury Free Library, to be administered by the Trustees?  The article passed 45 yes 29 no.
Article 12.
To vote whether names of owners of unlicensed dogs (as of May 31, 2010) should be printed in the Town Report?  Fran French moved, John Dewey seconded.  Art Dickinson stated the article is no different than the delinquent tax article.  John Aberth mentioned that there are a lot of unleashed dogs.  Sue D’Amico stated that there is a leash law.  Safety reasons were discussed; people are bitten.  The article was defeated.

Article 13.
Will the voters permit the Town to provide notice in the local newspaper that the Annual Town Report is available at the Town Offices, instead of mailing or hand delivering?  Art Dickinson moved, Frank French seconded.  Frank Morgano said that the article is to save time and money, mailing is costly.  Questions were asked about how people would know the reports were available, putting it on the website, where would the reports be available?  Tim Martin stated that the fire fighters deliver the reports by hand as a drill.  The fire fighters do it for free.  Sally Archer amended the article to:  Will the voters permit the Town to provide notice in the local newspaper, on website and in three public locations, that the Annual Town Report is available at the Town Offices, instead of mailing or hand delivering?  Art Dickinson seconded.  Fran French mentioned there is a schedule that must be kept, last year they were late.  The Auditors requested the article be in the Town Warning.  The amendment failed.    The original article is before the voters:  Will the voters permit the Town to provide notice in the local newspaper that the Annual Town Report is available at the Town Offices, instead of mailing or hand delivering?  The article was defeated.  
Article 14.  
That the town voters authorize an appropriation of $300.00 to support programs of the Central Vermont Community Action Council.  Art Dickinson moved, Wendy Cashman seconded.  Dave McShane explained why the article are separate this year; the Selectboard has required the organizations to submit a petition.  Danielle Pipher explained what CVCAC does.  The vote was many ayes, a few nos.

Article 15.
Shall the voters authorize the expenditure of $400.00 for the Greater Northfield Coalition Council-the Drug Free Partnership, preventing alcohol, tobacco and other drug use by youth in Northfield and Roxbury?  Judy Lusk moved, Sally Archer seconded.  Judy spoke on behalf of a representative.  The organization does programs for schools and Senior Centers.  Sue D’Amico said they have worked with the Town Library too.  The organization helps parents with child substance abuse.  The article passed .
Article 16.
Shall the town voters authorize expenditures for Central Vermont Home Health and Hospice in the amount of $750.00, a full service Visiting Nurse Association providing comprehensive home health and hospice care to all Central Vermonters regardless of ability to pay, geographic remoteness, or complexity of health care needs; health promotion & long term care services?  Claire Chomentowski moved, Shelly Brown seconded.  The article passed.
Article 17.
Shall the town voters authorize expenditures for Battered Women’s Services and Shelter in the amount of $100.00, a community-based organization dedicated to ending domestic abuse?  Sue D’Amico moved, Sally Archer seconded.  The article passed.
Article 18.
Shall the town voters authorize expenditures for Family Center of Washington County in the amount of $200.00, fostering positive growth and development of young children and their families by offering safe, nurturing programs and services for children, families and service providers?  Shelly Brown moved, Sally Archer seconded.  The article passed.
Article 19.
Shall the town voters authorize expenditures for Sexual Assault Crisis Team of Washington County in the amount of $100.00, advocacy for female and male victims of sexual violence, their family members, spouses, and friends; includes emotional, legal, and medical support, shelter, training and 24-hour Hotline?  John Dewey moved, Sally Archer seconded.  The article passed.
Article 20.
Shall the town voters authorize expenditures for Vermont Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired in the amount of $100.00, since 1926, enabling Vermonters with vision problems, whether blindness or impairment, to achieve and maintain independence?  Shelly Brown moved, Sue D’Amico seconded.  The article passed.
Article 21.
Shall the town voters authorize expenditures for Good Beginnings of Central Vermont in the amount of $50.00, since 1991 volunteer mothers of all ages have been offering ongoing support, education, and advocacy through home visits to all birth and adoptive families in Central Vermont?  Sue D’Amico moved, Linda Maney seconded.  Sue mentioned that Good Beginnings has done great work in Roxbury.  The article passed.
Article 22.
Shall the town voters authorize expenditures for People’s Health and Wellness Clinic in the amount of $200.00, providing primary health care and wellness education to the uninsured and underinsured community members of Central Vermont who cannot otherwise afford these services?  Dave Santi moved, Sally Archer seconded.  Dave Santi said he goes to the clinic and uses their services.  The article passed.
Article 23.
Shall the town voters authorize expenditures for Washington County Youth Service Bureau/Boys & Girls Club in the amount of $250.00, Cityscape after-school program; counseling; drug/alcohol treatment; help for runaway/homeless youth; support for teen parents; teen center; reentry program for young offenders; 24-hour crisis intervention; and more?  Linda Maney moved, Sally Archer seconded.  John Dewey asked if this organization was the same as the Northfield Boys & Girls Club.  The answer is no.  the article passed.
Article 24.
Shall the town voters authorize expenditures for RSVP (Retired Senior and Volunteer Program) in the amount of $100.00, helping meet community needs by placing RSVP volunteers in services provided by area community non-profit organizations, and supporting those organizations in the field of volunteer management?  Wendy Cashman moved, Jane Pincus seconded.  Jane said that the Senior Center uses their services; they have an exercise program on Mondays.  The article passed.
Article 25.
Shall the town voters authorize expenditures for Central Vermont Community Land Trust in the amount of $200.00, creating and sustaining safe, decent and affordable housing and building strong and diverse communities?  David Larcombe moved, Art Dickinson seconded.  Dave Larcombe spoke on behalf of the organization.  Roxbury residents uses their assistance.  The article passed.
Article 26.
Shall the town voters authorize expenditures for Central Vermont Council on Aging in the amount of $600.00, working to keep elders aging successfully and living independently in their homes and communities as long as possible?   Wendy Cashman moved, Sally Archer seconded.  The article passed.
Article27. 
Shall the town voters authorize expenditures for Green Mountain Transit Agency in amount of $387.00, meeting the special needs of transit dependent citizens including seniors, persons with disabilities, low-income residents and the general public?  Art Dickinson moved, Sue D’Amico seconded.  Art Dickinson moved to amend the article to Shall the town voters authorize expenditures for Green Mountain Transit Agency in amount of $300.00, meeting the special needs of transit dependent citizens including seniors, persons with disabilities, low-income residents and the general public? Randy Whitney seconded.  The amendment failed.  The original article is before the voters:  Shall the town voters authorize expenditures for Green Mountain Transit Agency in amount of $387.00, meeting the special needs of transit dependent citizens including seniors, persons with disabilities, low-income residents and the general public?   The article passed.

Article 28.
To transact any other proper business to be brought before said meeting.  Dave Larcombe moved, Wendy Cashman seconded.  


Renewable energy grants were discussed.  Carlos Montero mentioned projects for weatherization.  The Town has applied for an energy audit grant for town buildings.  An Energy Committee is needed.  

Dave Santi asked the voters how many would like to keep the school in Roxbury.  The majority present wanted the school to stay here.


Randy Whitney mentioned that there have been break-ins in Town and problems with speeding.  He recommends the Selectboard budget for police patrol.


Wendy Cashman said that East Roxbury has crime too.  There also have speeding problems on Route 12.  


Robin Twombly thanked everyone for supporting the 5th & 6th grade field trip.


Linda Maney mentioned that people can save box tops for education.


Art Dickinson asked about educating our constable.

With no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 2:40PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Tammy Legacy

Town Clerk

